A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                       309

young man; and he found his mistress was at first
kept up from him ; and at last, that, though she was
at liberty, she was grown cold and indifferent to
him, and he was half mad with the disappointment:
that after this she seemed a little kinder, and told
him the reason of her coldness ; but after all that,
another thing perplexed him, and that was, that
three nights together he dreamt that he saw a
neighbouring gentleman kissing his mistress, and,
in downright English, lying with her.

This last tormented him, and he was so perplexed
between his love and his jealousy, that he could not
rest; to this was to be added, that though his mis-
tress was kinder to him than before, yet her father
had given him a positive denial, and he knew not
what to do ; and for a direction in this difficulty, he
went to the cunning man.

Upon these things, the doctor, after all the inter-
vening circumstances which have taken up your
time, gave him this very good advice; whether by
his art, consulting of spirits, or by what other me-
thod, I know not, but he delivered it to him in this
form, or to this purpose.

Friend, says the doctor, the intelligence which I
have had relating to thy affairs from the invisible
regions, and by the aid of those good spirits which
thou art so afraid to receive it from, is very kind and
favourable to thee, if thou art disposed to harken
to good advice.

The young woman that thou art so deeply in love
with, is not dishonest j those dreams thou hadst in
prejudice of thy affection are injurious, and proceed
from the grinning, angry spirit, which, as thou
saidst, appeared to thee in thy last night's disturb-
ance: however, it would be wisely done, if thou
wouldst withdraw thy affection from this object, for
I am well assured her parents, who are resolved to
dispose of her another way, will never favour thee ;